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Convention Issue

July 2010


Third District Today

The mission of Sons of Norway is to promote and to preserve the heritage and culture of Norway, to celebrate our relationship with other Nordic countries, and to provide quality insurance and financial products to its members.
Fra Presidenten 
Ralph Peterson
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Hei Alle Sammen!!!! What a great convention.  We had a great crowd, we passed some good resolutions, we improved our bylaws, we had a great cultural show, we had a lot of learning opportunities, exchanged some great ideas and best of all, had a great time.  
There are so many to thank that I won’t try because I will leave someone out so let me just say they were a lot of people who worked hard and long to get the convention together and made it work and we can’t forget the delegates who came from far and near. The convention minutes are being produced as we write.  When they are completed they will go on the web site and there you can read the thank you resolution put forth by the resolution committee.  I don’t think they missed many people. 
There were many complements received about our breakout sessions.  Having two days worth of sessions paid off as we had several delegates and members attend multiple sessions.  Mother Nature dealt us and the hotel’s A/C unit a serious blow with the lightning strike. But there is not much we could have done about that. 
The convention did help increase the readership of the District Web Site.  We averaged 228 daily visitors in June and on June 4 the site had over 400 visitors.
During the convention I heard of several great SON events that are coming up this summer and early fall.  Unfortunately not all of them are on the District Events Page.  If you are looking for a full house you need to advertise and the events page is read by 3-5 thousand readers monthly and doesn't cost you a penny out of pocket.  
I did mention at the convention that the 3D LTD gas lease had been sold to Hess Corporation.  I recently received a letter from Hess confirming that sale.  The letter also said Hess they were drilling 3 test wells in our area this fall.  
I am looking forward to working for you these next two years.  This morning I started working on my lodge visitations for the next two years.  Hopefully we will meet along the way
I want to thank you for your support in reelecting me for a second term as your District President.  Your confidence in my ability to conduct your business is very gratifying and humbling.  Rest assured I will do my best                                                          
 Fraternally, Ralph Peterson

meet your new board……..
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Back Row: Gene Olson, Kathy Dollymore, Kristin Stone, Evelyn Karpack, Ed McCarthy, Carol Goral, Gail Martinsen, Karin McCadam, Barbara Bensen, Judith Nilsen-Mack, Kris Rasmussen 
Front Row: Mary Andersen, Gail Ekloff, Ralph Peterson, Marci Larson, Peter Vatne
Vice President Gail Ekloff
REMEMBER THE 2 A’S TO GET NEW MEMBERS--- 
ASK AND ADVERTISE
AND, TO KEEP MEMBERS, THE 2 M’S -----------------MENTOR AND MINGLE[image: image11.emf]
Well the convention is over and most lodges are on a summer break. Thought I’d take one too, but as luck would have it a few great event are taking place in the next few months and Rolf and I want to attend. 
The next two years I will limit my monthly letter and use the space to communicate information regarding lodge membership retention amd recruitment……..PLEASE contact me with ideas, suggestions, or  questions regarding Sons of Norway, and how we might make the” Terrific Third “even better.
For those unable to attend the membership breakout session at the convention, all lodges will receive the packet used in this session in September.  Hope the membership committee and the Vice Presidents of the lodges review and try to implement some of the ideas 
Enjoy the summer; fall will be here before you know it and Sons of Norway will be “full steam ahead”
Alt for denne gangen, 
Gail
[image: image12.emf]Don’t forget to:******
Publicity 
by Kathy Dollymore, 3D Publicity Director 

I want to thank everyone who had the confidence in me to elect me to the position of Publicity Director. I promise to do my best to continue the excellent work Mary Andersen and Jim Dunagan have done on the TDT and the web site. I will be asking for your continued support by contributing your lodge news and posting it in What’s the Buzz?, and being a regular contributor to the 3D Calendar of Events. Send your posts to publicity@sofn3d.org ; we will retrieve emails on a weekly basis. The Events Calendar and LOV pages are the pages most often visited. Posting your events is an excellent opportunity to inform your members and prospective members of your activities. Remember you must post your lodge events on the 3D Calendar of Events to be eligible to have you lodge news appear in What’s the Buzz?
A great big thank you to everyone who took out an ad in the Journal. Please remember to support our corporate sponsors who are listed on the convention page of our website. 
Questions about the Convention? Visit the 3D website and blog about it!!
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                     A View of the Convention          
                  EXPLORE YOUR HERITAGE
There were a lot of helping hands that made this Convention the success that it was. A couple of very big “Thank You’s” , one to the lodges who provided cookies for the breaks. The coffee breaks are one of the highlights of Convention. And then there were the lodges and individuals who offered a donation or wonderful Viking Auction items. 
A substantial donation to the Charitable Trust was made from monies realized from the auction.  It is a fine example of fraternalism. 

Over 200 people attended the 2010 convention in New Cumberland, Pa- just outside Harrisburg!  As you can see, we elected a new Board. We conducted the business of the Sons of Norway. First time delegates met with the officers for a question and answer session. It was wonderful to see so many First Timers with insightful and interesting questions. 
We enjoyed the “roving accordionist”, Don Bitterlich at the President’s Reception; The Schwandt Family Chamber Ensemble entertained us with quiet wit and gentle words and The Blue Mist played for us at the Grand Banquet and as always there were some tapping feet, and sashaying going on. 

The following pages provide in words and pictures of the activities at the convention. Visit our website for more pictures.  Mark your calendars for the 2012 convention; reconnect with old friends, make new friends and learn another piece of our Norwegian heritage!!

Several Resolutions were passed:

1. Notification of Special Meetings: The President shall cause all members to be informed of the time, place and purpose of such special meeting; no other matters than those mentioned in the notice shall be considered. Such notice shall be given 7 days prior to the meeting by mail, or electronic print medium.

2. Zone and local lodge information is removed from District 3 By-laws to the Policy Manual. 
3. Special Meetings by local lodges: Special meetings may be called by the President and it shall be the President’s duty to all such Special Meetings, if the Board of Directors so decide, or if the President receives a written demand, signed by at least 10% of the membership, or by 5 members of the lodge, if the lodge has less than 50members.

4. Unge Venner Membership status will remain in effect until member reaches 24 years of age, regardless of the future membership status of the sponsoring member.
5. If the local lodge chooses to elect a Counselor, the Counselor shall also be a member of the local lodge Board of Directors.

6  Approval of District Convention Minutes: “The District Board shall appoint a committee to review and approve the District Lodge Meeting (Convention) minutes before the Secretary sends a copy to the Sons of Norway Headquarter” shall be added to Article III of the District By-laws.

7. Short form for Local Lodge Installation Ceremonies: The International Lodge shall develop an alternative short form for the Installation Ceremonies to be approximately 10 minutes or less wherein the local lodge officers maybe installed at the same time.

8  Amending financial impact statements - allows amending financial impact statements or resolutions to make them acceptable for approval.

A new Zone (7) was established by resolution encompassing lodges in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, West Virginia and the southern area of Virginia. WELCOME to the new Zone 7 ----District Three continues to grow. 
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Some of the colorful Lodge banners that decorated the meeting room
SON Fall Frenzy membership Drive 2009 winners

District 3 won both awards

Large Lodge Category

Gateway to Florida---- Membership Increase 23.39%

Small Lodge Category

Dovre--------------------Membership Increase 33.3% 
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Kent Larson accepting the “Fall Blitz Award” from
 International Vice President Marit Kristiansen for recruiting new members.
A $500.00 check comes with the award.
FOUNDERS AWARDS ARE GIVEN TO LODGES WHO HAVE
A GROWTH RATE BETWEEN 3% to 20%
District 3 had 12 lodges earn Founders Awards in 2008  

3-232 Dovre, Providence, RI


9%
3-337 Norge, East Williston, NY

6%

3-432 Hudson Valley, Kingston, NY

10%

3-438 Oslo, Syracuse, NY 


15%

3-539 Sarasota, Sarasota,


4%

3-541 Gateway To Florida, Jacksonville, FL
9%

3-551 Port Orange, Port Orange, FL

5%

3-566 Bernt Balchen, Rowlands, PA

11%

3-607 Sun Viking, Spring Hill, FL

5%

3-612 Bondelandet, Lancaster, PA

11%

3-615 Space Coast Viking, Melbourne, FL
6%

3-664 Maine Nordmenn, Falmouth, ME        14%
District 3 had 9 lodges earn Founders awards in 2009

3-438 Oslo                              33%
3-232 Dovre                            25%
3-541 Gateway to Florida       17%

3-630 Southern Star               13%

3-433 Scandavian Heritage      6%

3-664 Maine Nordmenn            5%

3-410 Nansen                           3%

3-612 Bondelandet                   3%

3-643 Norsemen  Harbour        3%

Outstanding Individual District 3 Recruiters

2008 -Kent Larson Gateway to Florida   26 new members (Second in the Order)

          Erik Kind Vennekretsen                14 new members

          Nina Rosvoll Vennekresen            11 new members

2009-Kent Larson Gateway to Florida     32 new members (First in the Order)

         Arthur Ellington Drammen Lodge   18 new members

         Dave Thorson Nansen                    14 new members

Newsletter Contest Winners
As stated in the newsletter contest guidelines the newsletter contest recognizes the merit and creativeness of the Lodge editors in the field of publication and journalism. Communications is the key to having well informed members that bind a lodge together in fraternalism while fostering culture and heritage of our Nordic roots.
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Large Lodge


1st

Norumbega


 
2nd

Suncoast



3rd

Nansen
Medium
1st 

Gateway to Florida



2nd

Bernt Balchen



3rd

Henrik Ibsen

Small Lodge
1st

Southern Star



2nd

Space Coast



3rd

Fram
Cultural

We have a lot of talented members in the Third District and cultural awards were many: 
Professional skills

1 

Figure Carving - Mahogany Bear

Carl Johnson

Noreg Lodge

2

Figure Carving - Grieg Conducts Peer Gynt Suite

Carl Johnson

Noreg Lodge

3

[image: image16.jpg]


Figure carving - Music is so Beautiful

Carl Johnson

Noreg Lodge

1                                                                                               
Decorative Carving - Dragon Style

Alfred Miller

Hartford Lodge

1 

Hardanger - Runner

Elizabeth Baumgardt

Noreg Lodge

1 

Rosemaling - Tankard, Stave Construction

Linda Miller

Hartford Lodge
2 

Rosemaling Plate - Telemark style (Blue & Red)

Linda Miller

Hartford Lodge

3 

Rosemaling Plate - Red Center

Eldrid Arntzen

Hartford Lodge

Knitting - Adult Sweater

Elizabeth Baumgardt

Noreg Lodge
Amateur Category Awards

1 

Hardanger - Photo Matte

Marjorie Havens

Nordkap Lodge

2 

Hardanger – Christmas Table Runner

Theresa Thompson

Noreg Lodge

3 

Hardanger - Heart Wall Hanging

Theresa Thompson

Noreg Lodge

1
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Needlework – Cross-stitched Pillow

Bjorg Dunlop

Fram Lodge

2 (tie) - 
Needlework - Tote Bag

Marjorie Havens

Nordkap Lodge

2 (tie) - 
Needlework - Rya Wall Hanging        
Lillian Bolstad

Viking World Lodge

1 

Rosemaling - Black plate

Deborah Welde

Fram Lodge

2 

Rosemaling – Triangular Container

Else Andersen

Fram Lodge

3 

Rosemaling - Round lid

Susan Gundersen

Sun Viking Lodge
A- (no award)

Rosemalling - Black tray

Susan Gundersen

Sun Viking Lodge
A- (no award)

Rosemaling - Key Box

Deborah Welde

Fram Lodge

[image: image18.jpg]


1 

Knitting – Fish bone design socks

Molly Solbak

Bondelandet Lodge

2 

Knitting - Bunad socks

Molly Solbak

Bondelandet Lodge

3 (tie) 

Knitting - Child's sweater

Gail Martinsen

Sun Viking Lodge

3 (tie) 

Knitting - Dolls and Toy Bear

Gail Martinsen

Sun Viking Lodge
1 – BEST OF SHOW
Category “Other” - Hand Made Knives

Morten Johannesen

Fram Lodge

SPECIAL EXHIBIT AWARDS (Awarded to superior exhibits  not meeting registration criteria) 
Decorative Carving (Acanthus) - Wooden Spoon

Morten Johannesen

Fram Lodge

Figure Carving – Troll                                                             
Sally Abrahamson

Maine Nordmenn Lodge

Knitting – Child’s sweater

AnneGrete Peterson

Hampton Roads Lodge

Rosemaling – Telemark style, Light blue plate

Debra Landvik-Larsen

Nor-Bu Lodge

Other exhibits

Figure Carving - Viking/Sword & Horn

Sally Abrahamson

Maine Nordmenn Lodge

Figure Carving – Norsk Man

Michael Fellner

Nor-Bu Lodge

Figure Carving – Viking Warrior King

Donald Orting

Norden Lodge
*********************************************************************************
SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS                                                                                  Lifetime achievement awards were presented to Richard Tonnesen and Dr. Sandy Ginsberg in recognition of their tremendous contributions to the Sons of Norway. [image: image2.jpg]
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Bondelandet member Marrisa Livollen accepting the Leif Erikson Award for her
 Grandfather Bjarne Livollen.
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Members of Gateway to Florida Lodge accepting the award for Large Lodge of the Year.
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First time delegates visit Third District Officers before the convention meeting 
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International Vice President Marit Kristiansen, Fraternal Director Cindy Olson,                      and Financial Benefits Counselor Sverre Aasgaarden visit during Lunch

[image: image5.jpg]



Memorial Service honoring those Third District members who have passed
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Ole and Lars went fishing…..…..
Special Announcement of District Happenings

                        3rd District SON’S of NORWAY announces the 10th Annual 
“ROBERT MORTON GOLF INVITATIONAL”
At the Crown Reef Resort in Myrtle Beach, SC on September 16th, 17th & 18th
For Information contact Keith Lavin at: Office 407 240-9376,                            Cell 407 908-5529, Office fax 407 240-1236,                                                            e-mail Beserker56@aol.com or beserker56@bellsouth.net
************************************************************************

3rd Annual Scrapbooking Weekend
Land of the Vikings   September 24 – 26, 2010

For Novice & Experienced Scrappers

Cutting Tools & Some Templates Available for Use

Free Assistance for Beginners 

Any Questions call:- Doris L. Beck at  215-542-7374

or e-mail at:-  DLB1716@verizon.net
Make your reservation at L.O.V. now!

Call Bev at:-   570-461-3500

Or E-mail to:-  vikingland@tds.net
What’s LOV got to do with us?
There are still a few rooms left for Oktoberfest – call now!!

OKTOBERFEST   2010 

Labor Day Weekend at Land of the Vikings 

Featuring:-

Three Day Weekend with Great Meals, Games, Leisure time, Norsk Camaraderie 

Dancing – Live Band, Viking Bar 

September 3 - 6, 2010 
TO Make Reservations at L.O.V. Call Bev at 1-570-461-3500

Activity Fee:- $50 per Person

Upcoming Events
August 
13th Sun Viking – games, pizza & prizes 

14th Henrik Ibsen - barbecue 

19th Bernt Balchen – picnic at Promised land 

[image: image26.emf]22nd Nor-bu – summer picnic 

28th Blåfjell – Nordic arts - rosemaling 

September 
3rd-6th LOV - Oktoberfest 
5th Scandinavian Fest at Budd Lake, NJ 
10th Sun Viking – Brothers & Sisters evening
10th Gateway to Florida – meatballs & salmon 

11th Bernt Balchen – Scandinavian fair 

13th Færder – Welcome back party 

16th Bernt Balchen – financial program 
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25th Blåfjell – Nordic Auction 

25th Lauderdale – Cod Fish Dinner 

October 
1st Norumbega – 40th Anniversary dinner 

2nd Southern Star – Scandinavian heritage 

8th Blåfjell –Local Colors - Finland 

8th Sun Viking – Cultural night –Leif Erikson 

8th-10th Gateway to Florida – Leif Erikson Regatta 

10th Færder – Leif Erikson Party 

16th Henrik Ibsen – Yard sale 

21st Bernt Balchen – cultural program 

23rd Lauderdale – Halloween Party 

28th Sun Viking – Linda Pedersen Picnic 

November 
12th Sun Viking – Election Night; soup & bread 

12th Gateway to Florida – Scan Fest 

14th Færder –business, dinner, music 

19th Henrik Ibsen – Sisters night 

27th Gateway to Florida – Jacksonville Light Parade 

December 
5th Færder – Children’s Christmas Party 

6th Gateway to Florida - JuleFest 

10th Sun Viking – Juletrefest 

11th Henrik Ibsen – Christmas party 

18th Færder – Christmas Party 

Remember to post your events to the Events Calendar on our 3d website http://www.3dsofn.org/eventscalendar/ 
Get the word out and remember one of our Vice President’s “A’s” ‐ ADVERTISE
International Convention
There's little more than a month until things kick off at Sons of Norway's 2010 International Convention. Sons of Norway is hosting a blog that will be running a series, along with its regular content, called Countdown to Convention. Over the next couple of weeks SON will be posting information about the convention; to view the blog, all you have to do is go to:      http://sonsofnorwayblog.blogspot.com/. 
Then, make sure to keep checking back every day or two as new, helpful information is added. 
Also, make sure to tell the members of your lodge about the blog because there will postings information for those who were unable to attend- Look for President Ralph Peterson to be blogging from the Convention Floor. We hope to have other Third District Delegates blogging while in Coeur d”Alene  so everyone can follow the excitement in real time. 
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Coeur d'Alene, ID
PRIVACY NOTICE:  This information is for official Sons of Norway business use only.  Use of this information for solicitation or commercial purposes is a violation of the Sons of Norway privacy policy and is strictly prohibited.
Pictures courtesy of Sons of Norway Gulfstream Lodge Facebook page


.


For more photos check out  the 3D website and the Blog at � HYPERLINK "http://www.3dsofn.org/home.html" ��http://www.3dsofn.org/home.html� 
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