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           SPECIAL CENTENNIAL C ONVENTION ISSUE   

                  Third District Today     Summer  2012  

                                      3D-100 years  
The mission of Sons of Norway is to promote and to preserve the heritage and culture of 
Norway, to celebrate our relationship with other Nordic countries, and to provide quality 
insurance and financial products to its members.   

                 

Fra Presidenten,   Gail Eklof f 
The reality of being President of the Third District is starting to seem real. I have had my 

first offical event at the Zone 4 meeting and during the past few weeks I've been putting 

my committees together. The motto for the next 2 years will be Communicate--- 

Collaborate---Achieve.  

For those of you who couldn't be at the convention to know how I hope as President to 

guide the District, I thought a copy of my speech in this special Convention TDT would 

be appropriate. 

 

In my ten year tenure on the Third District Board I have had the privilege to experience how three presidents led 

our district, President Auden Gythfeldt, President Barbara Berntsen and President Ralph Petersen.  All led us in 

their own way and from each I have learned how to lead the district with order, humor, belief in the board and 

members of the District.  We must embrace and honor our history... it has shaped us into the Tremendous Third 

and it will be my honor to continue this tradition.  

 

In my visits to lodges and zones I hear one constant refrain: we need to communicate better.  As your president,  

the Third District Board will make this our goal and I will guide them in this effort.  Communications between 

lodge members and lodge officers can improve. Dialog between lodges within their zones and throughout the 

District will be emphasized.  Communication from  Zone Directors to the lodges and to other Zones can be a 

tool we use to  improve and share ideas. In doing so we can all take part and enjoy our events.   

 

Zones and lodges must improve their presence in the community.  This can be accomplished by using the 

District and International website.  Consider utilizing a small local paper to advertise your meetings and events; 

 this will keep Sons of Norway in the publicôs eye. 

 

In this ever changing time of financial uncertainty we can give our members and future members the security of 

a financial institution that has existed over 100 years.  The Sons of Norway  financial advisers with the many  

products Sons of Norway has to offer will confidently help and guide members on a one-to-one basis through 

the tough economic times.     

 

We must continue to support and enhance Land of the Vikings, making it a cultural mecca for members and 

non-members where ALL can come to learn about Norwegian heritage and culture.  We must remember that 

Land of the Vikings is a business which must expand outside Sons of Norway to exist.  The Third District 

Board will work closely with the LOV Board to achieve a successful future for Land of the Vikings.  For we  

know, Norwegians like nothing better than a challenge!  It's in times of challenge that Norwegians show one of 

their best qualities, determination! 
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Together, the Third District members must come together in the common goal of ñFraternity, Freedom and 

Progress" and it will be my honor to lead you!          

 

The challenges we face in the next few years will shape us for the future and with commitment and hard work I 

think we will always be The "Tremendous Third" 

 

  Vice President, Mary Andersen  
Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Vice President for the next two years, I 
have ideas to share and look forward to hearing your ideas. We will begin our 
utveksling av ideer in the fall if not earlier! 
 
Our convention was great!  It was informative, entertaining, moving and just plain 
fun. A great big shout out to our Convention Chairs Carol Anderson (Suncoast 
lodge), Louis Olsen, MD (Nordkap lodge) and their well coordinated team of 
volunteers (June Cooper, Don Ohnemus, Gail Martinsen to name just a few).  

Asbjørn Lageraaen did an outstanding job compiling the 100th Anniversary book 

which replaced our red book. Our immediate past President Ralph Peterson made sure things "moved along 
smartly" and we conducted convention business in two days!  We had some serious business to discuss 
including an outstanding financial overview presented by our treasurer Peter Vatne; the key findings of the 
LOV strategic plan presented by two of the three chairs International Director Barbara Bernsten and myself 

(Luana Jøsvold was in Norway); an update on the Charitable Trust and much more.  Our International 

President Dan Rude and Sons of Norway CEO Eivind Heiberg discussed governance, an incredibly important 
topic in any organization. 
Careful convention planning allowed time for fun and entertainment.  I watched my first regatta!  Another great 
big shout out to the lodges that schlepped their boats to Virginia; their crews included many first time rowers.  
You could identify the first time rowers by their bruises; they now know how important it is to duck when the sail 
or oars are being raised.  And to the boat that ended up going the wrong way, we salute you too! 
 
We had beginnings and endings starting with a moving memorial service to our dear brothers and sisters who 
are no longer with us. Our bagpiper brought tears to many eyes. We had new beginnings welcoming our first 
time delegates and welcoming back lodges who haven't attended in awhile.  Our fraternal chain remains strong 
- united and true until Dovre falls.     
            
 
 

     

                 Launching Gulfstreamõs boat                                    The Norwegian Lady  
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                           Third District Board for 2012 to 2014 

Pictured top row left to right:- Gail Martinsen, Zone 5 Director; Karin McCadam, Zone 4 

Director; Mike McCadam, Sports and Recreation Director; Kathy Dollymore, Cultural Director; 

Ron Martinsen, Public Relations Director; Barbara Bensen, Zone 3 Director; Peter Hanson, 

Zone 2 Director; Roger Corneliussen, Zone 6 Director; Ed McCarthy, Zone 7 Director. 

Bottom row left to right:- Julia Nilsen, Secretary; Mary Andersen, Vice President; Gail Ekloff,  
President; Kris Rasmussen, Counselor; and Peter Vatne Treasurer.       3D Executive Committee. 
 

Ralph Petersen, Hampton Roads was elected Third District International Director. 
Marci Larson, Gateway to Florida was elected Alt. Third District Int. Director. 
Helge Aursland, Gulfstream was recognized for retiring after 50 years. 
Kent Larson, Gateway to Florida received a pin for recruiting the most members in 
District Three. 

Lodge of the Year Awards 
2010 
Large Lodge: Gateway to Florida  3-541 
Small Lodge:  Southern Star 3-630 
Family Lodge of the Year: Sun Viking 3-607 

2011 
Large lodge:  Noreg 3-466 
Small Lodge:  Sun Viking 3-607 
Family Lodge of the Year: Norbu 3-427  
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 Kathy Dollymore, Cultural Director               

I wanted to thank those who were so encouraging and supportive to me pertaining to 

the office of Cultural Director. 

It is vital for Sons of Norway to preserve its cultural heritage. I hope to encourage 

more members to participate in the SON Cultural Skills Program either individually 

or by groups.  It is non-competitive and designed to serve several purposes: to 

encourage active participation in traditional and contemporary Norwegian pursuits, 

to enrich the lives of members of all ages, to provide the basis for special interest 

clubs and to provide new reasons for people to join Sons of Norway!  With 14 areas 

of study to chose from thereôs something for everyone. Many members are already 

working on the skills in their chosen area to complete the requirements and earn a 

medal. The SON website (www.sofn.com) explains the program and you will be 

able to download the specific areas of interest. 

Each month I will have a note to share with you, whether it is the history of 

rosemaling or the Vikings or a recipe for Kransekake. I hope you will enjoy these 

articles and will contact me about anything YOU  might be interested in or maybe 

have something you  want to share.  

You are welcome to contact me at kdollymore@aol.com. Letôs have some fun!!!! 

 

Folk Art Contest  

First Place Novice Winners for each category  

Hardanger - was also the ñBest of Showò - Margaret Brinson, Restauration 3-555 

Carving (Chip) - Jerry Wergedal, Fram 3-564   

Figure Carving - Sally Abrahamson, Maine Nord. 3-664 

General - Frank Hammen, Gulfstream 3-514 

Knitting - Christine Loken-Kim, Norumbega 5-506 

Needlework - Charlotte Berg, Restauration 3-555   

Relief Carving - Olav Olsen, Hudson Valley 3-432 

Weaving - Elsbeth Carling, Hampton Roads 3-522 

Rosemaling ï Deborah Landvik-Larsen, Nor-Bu 3-427 

                                                                                                                                  ñBest of Showò 

 

Second Place Novice Winners for each category  

Hardanger ï Theresa Thompson, Noreg 3-466 

Knitting ï Kari Fraff Brescher, Nor-Bu 3-427 

Figure Carving ï Odd Vinnelrod, Hampton Roads 3-522 

Needlework ï Anne Grete Peterson, Hampton Roads 3-522 

Weaving ï Elsbeth Carling, Hampton Roads 3-522 

General ï Jay Wise, Gulfstream 3-514 
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Third Place Novice Winners for each category            

Knitting ï Liv Svendfen, Pleasant Point 3-439 

Figure Carving ï Hagood Dunkley, Gulfstream 3-514 

Needlework ï Karen Keat, Gulfstream 3-514 

Weaving ï Anne Grete Peterson, Hampton Roads 3-522 

General ï Jan Link, Sun Viking 3-607 

 

First Place Pro Winners  

Rosemaling ï Lise Lorentzen, Central Lodge 3-000 

Hardanger ï Elizabeth Baumgardt, Noreg 3-466 

Knitting ï Elizabeth Baumgardt, Noreg 3-466 

Relief Carving ï Carl Johnson, Noreg 3-466 

Figure Carving ï Carl Johnson, Noreg 3-466 

Painting ï Miriam Ahladas, Washington 3-888 

General ï Julie Dellisanti, Fram, 3-564 

 

Second Place Pro Winners  

Rosemaling ï Linda Miller, Hartford, 3-474 

Hardanger ï Elizabeth Baumgardt, Noreg 3-466 

Relief Carving ï Carl Johnson, Noreg 3-466 

Figure Carving ï Carl Johnson, Noreg 3-466 

Painting ï Miriam Ahladas, Washington 3-888 

General ï Carl Johnson, Noreg 3-466 

 

Third Place Pro Winners  

Rosemaling ï Linda Miller, Hartford 3-474 

Relief Carving ï Carl Johnson, Noreg 3-466 

Figure Carving ï Carl Johnson, Noreg 3-466 

Painting ï Milton Norm Fransom, Oslo, 3-438 

General ï Deb McConaghy, Norsk Carolina 3-679 

 

 

The Hurtigruten raffle winner is Evelyn Hammar en of Nor-Bu 3-427. 

The Viking River Cruise Winner is Wendy Vogt of Woodstock, GA.                        
                                                                                                                                           

                                      
                 Enjoy your cruise!!!                          5                    Norwegian Fjord 

 

 

 

 



Ron Martinsen, PR Director  ð I would like to thank the delegates of the Third District 

Lodge for supporting me for pu blicity director. It will be difficult to fill the shoes of the last two 

PR Directors, Mary Andersen and Kathy  Dollymore , who both have done a great job.  I would 

especially  like to thank the following people  besides Mary a nd Kathy  who helped me through  

this transi t ional   time: - Marci Larson  of Gateway to Florida , Deb McConaghy  of Norsk Carolina , 

June Cooper of Hampton Roads , Ingrid Hammen  of Gulfstream , Melissa Johnson of the Viking 

Magazine  and  Jim Dunagan, our webmaster.  This TDT is a speci al Cente nnial Convention 

Issue and will cover mostly that event.  Next month in our September TDT we will get back to the 

regular events of the district including whatõs going on in each zone. I am from Zone 5 and have 

some events and pictures from there. What I ne ed are pictures and events for the other six zones. 

Editors, send your pictures and captions to me so I can get them into the TDT and the Viking 

Magazine.  There is also the Events Calendar  on the District website  wher e you can post an 

event and flye r. Then thereõs the òBlogó where you can post just about anything.  All these things 

can be added together and the term is called òcommunicationó, one of the most important things 

in the Sons of Norway.    Ron 

 

Newsletter Contest Winners -  Judged by the seven Zone directors  

Small Lodge: FRAM 
Medium Lodge: HENRIK IBSEN 
Large Lodge: SUNCOAST 

Newsletter Honorable Mention 
These newsletters followed the criteria to be entered into the Newsletter Award Contest. 

 

Washington 

Nor-Bu 

Norumbega 

Loyal 

Norrøna 

Fredriksten 

Gulfstream 

Hudson Valley 

Garborg 

 

Færder 

Bernt Balchen 

Scandia 

Morgensolen 

Restauration 

Sarasota 

Sun Viking 

Troll 

Gateway to Florida 

Gulf Coast Vikings 

Bondelandet 

Vikingworld Orlando 

Tampa Bay 

Southern Star 

Norsemen 

Port Orange 

Oslo 

Norsemen Harbour 

North Carolina Vikings 

   
                                                               
                       

         

Needlework  
                        First Place            
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Knitting ς First Place 
 

 



Highlights of the 2012 Third District Centennial Convention-Resolutions 
Res. 1. The district dues will be increased $2.00 effective Jan. 1, 2013. Approved.  Just about unanimous. 
 
Res. 2. New Article VII, Section 3 of the District Lodge # 3 Bylaws.       The President shall appoint a three (3) member 
Finance Advisory committee with the Treasurer as a member and resource person to (1)  review the financial status of 
3/D and 3/D Ltd.; (2) to assist the Treasurer in preparing the budget; (3) to recommend current and long-term financial 
policies; and (4) to advise on any other financial matters as requested.   And to Article VI, Section 1 of the District Lodge 
#3 Bylaws (Duties of the President):   Appoint members of all committees unless otherwise specified.    Approved. 
 
Res. 3. The District 3 Bylaws, Article IX, be amended to read: 
        1. Local Lodges or the District Board must submit all proposals to change the District Bylaws to the District Secretary 
in writing at least seventy-five (75) days before the District meeting is held. An affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the 
Delegates present is needed to effect  a change. Non-bylaws related resolutions are also considered at the District Lodge 
meeting and require only a simple majority of the Delegates present for adoption. Such non-bylaws related resolutions 
proposed by either the District Board or the Local Lodges must also be submitted to the District Secretary at least 
seventy-five (75) days prior to the District Lodge meeting. 
         2. Within six (6) months after a District Lodge meeting, the District Secretary shall insure that each Local Lodge and 
each District Officer receive an insert sheet or new edition of the Bylaws, incorporating changes adopted by the District 
Lodge and approved by the International Board.  
         3. Any resolution to be proposed at the District Lodge meeting, which includes the explicit or implicit expenditure 
of funds, shall include (a) an estimated amount of the expenditure, and (b) the means by which the necessary funds are 
to be obtained. These statements, or lack of such statements, may be debated and amended or the resolution may be 
amended to conform to the statements or both. The District Lodge shall have final say as to whether these statements 
are deemed adequate or required for any particular resolution.    Approved. 
 
Res. 4. Amended Substitute Resolution for the Sons of Norway Charter, constitution and Procedures, 2010-2012 edition, 
section 1.8.1.4 Appeals Process:   If a complainant or respondent desires to appeal the Local Lodge Investigative 
Committee's ruling, the matter shall be referred to the District President for appeal by the appellant in writing. The 
District President shall appoint within five (5) days of receiving the notice of appeal, a District Investigative Committee of 
at least three (3) members of the District Lodge. The members of the District Investigative Committee must not be 
aligned with or supporting any side or position of the appeal. The District Investigative Committee shall review all 
pertinent information related to the complaint and the Local Lodge Investigative Committee's ruling, and then rule on 
the validity of the appeal within ten (10) days of receipt of notice of appeal. The determination made by the District 
Investigative Committee of the appeal shall either be to deny the appeal or reverse the Local Lodge Investigative 
Committee's ruling. Any penalty shall be postponed until appellate rights have expired. An additional ten (10) days may 
be granted upon notice to the appellant.  
Approved. 
 
Res. 5. International Nominations and Procedures. Amends Chapter 2.11.4.3 to read "each nominated candidate for that 
office shall be given the opportunity to make an acceptance speech not to exceed two (2) minutes".   Approved. 
 
Res. 6 & 8 combined. International Director Term. The term of International Director shall be one (1) four year term. The 
term of Alternate International director shall be two (2) years.   Approved. 
 
Res. 7. Charitable Trust Language Update (submitted by the District Board).     The District's Charitable Trust Agreement 
was originally executed on December 14, 1971. It was subsequently amended, restated and executed on October 28, 
2011. The purpose of the Charitable Trust is to provide financial subsistence and services to elderly, indigent and 
infirmed members essential to their physical, social and psychological well being. 
The trust is administered by the District President, Vice President, Counselor, Secretary and Treasurer acting as Trustees. 
Trust funds are received from donor contributions and invested income. Generally, the contributions are from Local 
Lodge's individuals, estate bequests and memorials given by families and friends of deceased members. Donor 
contributions may qualify as deductions for income tax purposes.     Approved as amended.  
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                                                                                                                                     August 22-25, 2012    

Delegates to the International Convention 
Gail Ekloff                                           Peter Vatne                                              Mary B. Andersen 
Kris Rasmussen                                   Karin Gudbranson McCadam                   Rolf Ekloff 

Ken Johnson                                        Gail Martinsen                                           Arnold Johnsen 

Judith Nilsen Mack                              Marci Larson                                             Roy Berntsen 

Barbara Bensen                                    Roger Corneliussen                                   Rannveig Klinge 

Bob Bensen                                          Ralph Peterson                                           Joan McKillop 

 

                             2010 Merit Awards  
Gold 

Lodge                  President 
3-125  Fredriksten   Randi Nilsen 
3-410  Nansen   Paul M. Kornbrekke 
3-427  Nor-Bu   Evelyn M. Karpack 
3-432  Hudson Valley  Randi Tolfsen 
3-466  Noreg    Robert Stetz                                  
3-506  Norumbega   Andrew Holman 
3-514  Gulfstream   Ingrid Hammen 
3-522  Hampton Roads  Ed McCarthy 
3-541  Gateway to Florida  Eric Nord 
3-566  Bernt Balchen  Christine Vehstedt 
3-607  Sun Viking   Gail Martinsen 
3-630  Southern Star  Dirk Hansen 
3-644  Maine Nordmenn  Carolyn Browne 
 
Silver  

3-215  Nordkap   David Tonnessen 
3-428  Washington   Kristin Stone 
3-438  Oslo    Bjorn Solli 
3-515  Tampa Bay   Edward Neugaard 
3-555  Restauration  Katherine Dollymore 
3-562  Suncoast   Christine Taylor 
3-612  Bondelandet  Nalda Olson 
3-679  Norsk Carolina  Carol King                                                                         8 
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Bronze 

3-439  Pleasant Point  Liv Svendsen 
3-539  Sarasota   Mary Larsen 
3-617  Scandia   Don Rush 
3-643  Norsemen Harbour Sonja Moreno         
 

            2011 Merit Awards  
Gold 

Lodge      President 
3-410  Nansen   Sally Lorentzen 
3-427  Nor-Bu   Evelyn M. Karpack 
3-428  Washington   Kristin Stone 
3-432  Hudson Valley  Julia Nilsen 
3-438  Oslo    Bjorn Solli 
3-466  Noreg    Robert Stetz  
3-506  Norumbega   Luana Marie Jøsvold 
3-514  Gulfstream   Ingrid Hammen 
3-522  Hampton Roads  Michael Beck 
3-541  Gateway to Florida  Kent Larson 
3-566  Bernt Balchen  Christine Vehstedt 
3-607  Sun Viking   Nellie Larson 
3-644  Maine Nordmenn  Carolyn Browne 
 
Silver  

3-125  Fredriksten   Randi Nilsen 
3-215  Nordk ap   David Tonnessen 
3-242  Fredheim   Dorothy Marrone 
3-515  Tampa Bay   Edward Neugaard 
3-539  Sarasota   Mary Larsen 
3-612  Bondelandet  Nalda Olson 
3-630  Southern Star  Dirk Hansen 
3-675  North Carolina  Michael Tilder 
 
Bronze 

3-439  Pleasant Point  Liv Svendsen 
3-467  Norrøna   Solvig Hellstrom 
3-564  Fram    Solfrid Kugler 
3-646  Blåfjell   Sharon Rohrback 
3-679  Norsk Carolina  Ruth Campbell 
 

          Congratulations to the award winning lodges!!       9  

 



 

                                                    Founder s Award Winners  

2010       2011 

3-232  Dovre                            20%  3-636  Lillehammer                      9%        
3-682  Drammen   19%  3-232  Dovre        6% 
3-630  Southern Star                13%  3-564  Fram        6% 
3-541  Gateway to Florida          6%  3-675  North Carolina Vikings     6%   
3-432  Hudson Valley      5%  3-612  Bondelandet        5% 
3-439  Pleasant Point      5%  3-432  Hudson Valley        4% 
3-476   Troll       5%  3-438  Oslo         3% 
3-393  Henrik Ibsen      4%  3-476  Troll         3% 
3-564  Fram       4% 
3-679  Norsk Carolina      3% 
 
 

2010 & 2011 Sons of Norway Foundation Scholarships and                            
Grants Awarded in District Three 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Astrid Cates Scholarships 

Kai Simonson Washington  3-428   $1,000 
Matty Parent Maine Nordmenn 3-664   $1,000 
 
Myrtle Beinbauer Scholarship  
 
Kristen Olson Bondelandet 3-612   $3,000 
 
Nancy Lorraine Jensen Memorial Scholarship 
 
Kristen Ward  Faerder  3-109   $9,837 
 
King Olav V Norwegian American Scholarship 
 
Sally Steiner  Oslo   3-438   $1,000 
 
Draxen Camp Scholarships 
 
2010 Youth Camp Scholarships     $1,381 
2011 Youth Camp Scholarships     $1,279 
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                                                 GRANTS 

Heritage and Culture Grants 

Norumbega    3-506  Knut Erik Jensen Concert   $300 
Norsk Carolina Vikings 3-675  Genealogy Workshop   $250 
Hudson Valley  3-432  Float Update    $200 
District Three    Centennial Celebration   $750 
Land of the Vikings    Genealogy Workshop   $500 
Maine Nordmenn  3-664  Longfellow Chorus    $600 
      Norwegian Musicians   $500 
      Musical Performers   $400 
      Norwegian Concert in NYC  $500   
Local Lodge Partnership Grant 
 
Hudson Valley  3-432  Parade Float     $500 
 
Helping Hands to Children Grants 
 
Hampton Roads   3-522  Cameras for School Literacy  $300 
Bondelandet  3-612  Books for Highland Elementary  $100 

 

Two long-time Members Recognized with Lifetime Achievement Awards 
During the recent District Convention, Charlie Nilsen, Gulfstream and Fredriksten Lodges, and Rolf Ekloff, 

Norsemen and Loyal Lodges, were named as the 2012 Lifetime Achievement Award winners.  This award is 

given to a SON member in good standing who has given many years of service to the District, Land of the 

Vikings, Youth Camp or any position appointed by the District President or the District Board. The 3D Board 

members nominate members and then make the final selection. 

 

International Secretary Audun Gythfeldt nominated Brother Charlie Nilsen 

who has been a member of Sons of Norway for 56 years. Charlie served as 

President of Fredriksten Lodge five times for a total of 11 years, first time 

1960-1962.  He was also President of Gulfstream Lodge for 6 years, 2003-

2008. 

 

During his first time as president of Fredriksten Lodge, he was instrumental 

in purchasing their lodge building in Bensalem, PA. Charlie was Counselor 

of the Third District 1972-1974, and during this time he was involved in getting tax exempt status for the newly 

established Third District Charitable Trust.  Charlie was District President 1990-1992, International Director 

1992-1996, International Secretary 1996-1998, and International Vice President 1998-2002. 

 

Charlie was strongly involved in planning and hosting three District Conventions: Philadelphia in 1982, 

Trevose (Philadelphia) 1990, and Willow Valley (Lancaster), PA in 1998.  He was also actively involved in 

planning and hosting two International Conventions: Philadelphia 1986 and Alexandria (Washington, DC) in 

2004. 
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Immediate Past District President Ralph Peterson nominated Rolf Ekloff  and in his nomination wrote, ñThis 

nominee perfectly fits the criteria of the District 3 Lifetime Achievement award.  A Sons of Norway member 

for nearly 50 years, he has been an engaged member all that time and still hasnôt slowed down as he currently 

holds one of the Districtôs most demanding jobs. His family members have all been SON members.  His 

grandson recently served as Vice President of his local lodge and his wife currently serves on the 3
rd

 District 

Board.   

 

       Rolf spent several of his young years in an occupied Norway. Even if he was young, he did his part in 

causing problems for the occupiers.  As soon as his age permitted, he joined the Norwegian Merchant Marine to 

help his family during the war. 

 

He eventually made his way to Long Island, NY.  Besides raising a family and running his own business, he 

soon became deeply involved with the Sons of Norway when he joined Loyal Lodge 3-252. He would remain a 

member of Loyal until 2011 when he transferred to Norseman 3-572 where he had been an affiliate member 

since 2004. He held multiple offices in Loyal Lodge including two terms as President.  He was a key player in 

the successful incorporation of the Loyal Lodge building. He was on the Loyal bowling team 15 years. 

 

Rolf led the Loyal Lodge drill team for 35 years.  His team performed at two different District Conventions: and 

the International Convention in Lillehammer, Norway.   He became involved in many things Norwegian and 

Scandinavian on Long Island and in the New York City area.  He was a member of the 17
th
 of May Committee 

in Brooklyn for 20 plus years and was Parade Marshal 10 years.  He served on two District Convention 

Committees. 

 

In 1968 Rolf began his first tour on the District Board as a Zone Director.  In 1974, he was elected District 3 

Counselor.  He was re- elected Zone Director in 1986 and in 1988 he was again elected to serve as the District 3 

Counselor.   Answering the call once again, he was re-elected in 1996 for his third tour as a Zone Director.   

While he spent countless hours working at Land of the Vikings (LOV) during ñwork weeks and work 

weekends,ò his ñofficialò LOV service started in 1991 when he was appointed Director of Buildings and 

Grounds.  He served in that capacity from 1991 to 1994.  In 2009 he was 

appointed Chairman of LOV, a position that he still holds today.  Since his 

first appearance in 1974 in a District leadership position, he has been on the 

D3 Board or the LOV board for 17 of the last 38 years. We all admire the 

signature Viking ship bar at Land of the Vikings.  Rolf Ekloff was a 

dedicated assistant to master builder Bjarne Livollen and served as the Chair 

of the Viking Bar Dedication. 

 

He has served his District in a remarkable manner by representing his lodge 

and Zone as a delegate to 22 District Conventions and representing District 3 at 16 International Conventions. 

Rolf Ekloff does not seek credit or recognition for his service, but prefers that it goes to others.   His goal over 

the years remains constant: serve Sons of Norway and this District in any position where he is needed.  When 

we consider the criteria for the District 3 Lifetime Achievement Award, Rolf Ekloff exemplifies it in every way.   

 

 

Congratulations to Ed Trabulsy, long time member, who will receive the Leif Erikson Award at the Leif 

Erikson Weekend in Jensen Beach, FL in October. There will  be an article in the next TDT on Ed.  

  

Tusen Takk to all of the Third District Lodges and members for their wonderful donations for the Viking 

Auction! Also, a special thanks to Fred Lopez and the ladies from Nor-Bu Lodge for donating their time to help 

make the auction a success.                                    Fraternally, Gail Martinsen, Viking Auction Chairperson 
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             U.S. Navy Bagpiper at the Memorial                    Our new 3D President Gail Ekloff 
                                      Service. 
 

 
 
How many past and present District and International Officers can you find in this photo? 
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